
FUN FACTS ABOUT FLEAS & TICKS! DID YOU KNOW….   

Flea and Ticks are an ongoing problem in Sonoma County. We at Healdsburg Veterinary Hospital are the 

experts because we get “biofeedback”, which is essentially data from our clients and local residents. We 

know what products work (and those that don’t) to prevent flea and tick infestations. We also know how to 

effectively treat your pets should a health issue arise from a flea or tick bite.  Good flea and tick prevention 

are vital. Get all the facts! Keep reading for more information on fleas & ticks and how you can protect your 

pet:   

- Flea prevention should encompass three different areas to ensure proper control:  (1) the yard, (2) 

the house, and (3) the animal. 

- You can find fleas on pets throughout the year (especially in milder climates like Sonoma County) 

but numbers tend to increase dramatically during spring and early summer when conditions favor 

larval development. In order to decrease your risk of infestation, HVH recommends treating your 

pets year-round.  

- Fleas serve as the intermediate host for Dipylidium caninum, otherwise known as the Tapeworm. 

You will know if your pet has Tapeworms because they are usually visible in pet feces – it looks like 

grains of rice.

  

 

 

 



 

 

- The deer tick or black-legged tick (Ixodes spp) carries bacteria and bites dogs, spreading infection. 

The deer tick is primarily responsible for transmitting Borrelia burgdorferi or Lyme disease. HVH 

offers both the Lyme vaccine for Dogs as well as products that repel ticks off of both cats and dogs.  

- Sonoma County is ground zero for Lyme disease in California, with 41 confirmed cases — more than 

any other county — from 2010 to 2014. Mendocino and Humboldt counties have fewer cases, but 

join Sonoma on the list of nine counties with the highest rate of cases per 100,000 people. 

- Other common tick-transmitted diseases are Anaplasmosis, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 

Ehrlichiosis, and Cytauxzoonosis (cats only). 
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